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History. Asia is generally regarded as
the cradle of the human race. It possesses
the oldest historical documents, and, next to
Egypt, the oldest historical monuments in
the world. The Old Testament contains the
earliest records of any nation which we have
in the form of a distinct narrative. The
period at which these were written is sup-
posed to be about 1,500 years before the
Christian Era; but in Babylonia and Assyria,
as well as in Egypt, civilization had made
great advances long before this time.

The earliest seat of the Aryan race was
probably in the valley of the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, whence they emigrated to
the southeast and southwest, finally occupy-
ing northern India, Persia and other parts of
western Asia, and spreading into Europe.
China possesses an authentic history extend-
ing back to about 1000 B. c. and legends
covering a long period preceding this date.
Cyrus (559 B. c.) extended the Persian Em-
pire westward to the Mediterranean, while his
son Cambyses added to this Egypt and Libya.
In. 330 B. 0. Alexander conquered Persia and
brought it under his sway, but upon his death
the Empire was divided into a number of
separate kingdoms, which in time were dis-
solved by the Roman Empire. At the time
the Roman power was at its greatest height,
the birth of Christ occurred.

In the seventh century A. ix occurred the
rise of the Mohammedans, This people soon
obtained control of Persia and Syria and ex-
tended their sway into Egypt. In A. ix 1000
Mahmud conquered India and established his
rule. About the same time the dynasty of
the Seljuk Tartars was established in West-
ern Asia, embracing Aleppo, Damascus and
Iconium, and was distinguished for its strug-
gle with the Crusaders. The Ottoman Em-
pire was founded in 1300. A little before
this Genghis Khan, an independent Mongol
chief, made himself master of Central Asia,
conquered northern China and overran Tur-
kestan. From this beginning the Mongols
and Mongol Tartars practically overran all
of northern and western Asia, but the Otto-
man Empire soon recovered from the catas-
trophe, and the Mongols were expelled from
the West in 1453.

The Russian Cossacks conquered Siberia
in the latter part of the sixteenth century,
and about one hundred years later the Rus-
sians began settlements in the Caucasus.
These regions have ever since remained under

Russian control. In 1498 occurred the voy-
age of Vasco de Grama to India, and follow-
ing this the Spanish, Dutch, French, Portu-
guese and British nations established trad-
ing posts and began settlements in different
sections along the coast or on the neighbor-
ing islands. During the nineteenth century
Great Britain controlled all India and sub-
jected all of that region to the influence of
western government and civilization. She
was followed by France in Indo-China.
Germany attempted to gain foothold in the
Chinese domain and other localities, though
without much success; but Russia gained pos-
session of a rich territory in Siberia and ad-
jacent lands at the south. Korea (Chosen)
was conquered by Japan, and has been for-
mally annexed to that country.
In 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria and
there, under its auspices, was set up the state
of Manchukuo, which renounced its alle-
giance to China.
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ASIA MI'NOR, the most westerly portion
of Asia, the peninsula lying west of the
upper Euphrates and forming part of
Asiatic Turkey. In ancient times its chief
divisions were Pontus, Paphlagonia, Bi-
thynia, Mysia, Lydia, Caria, Lycia, Pisidia,
Pamphylia, Cilicia, Isauria, Cappadocia,
Galatia, Phrygia and Lycaonia. The modern
name of Asia Minor is Anatolia. It has an
estimated area of 196,000 square miles, which
is over twice that of Wyoming, and a popu-
lation of about 9,000,000, of whom over
7,000,000 are Mohammedans. The region is
divided politically into several Turkish vila-
yets (provinces).
ASP, a species of viper found in Egypt,
resembling the cobra de capello or spectacle-
serpent of the East Indies, and having a very
venomous bite. When approached or dis-
turbed, it elevates its head and body, swells
out its neck and appears to stand erect to
attack the aggressor. The balancing motions
made by it in the endeavor to maintain the